
While the approach we are adopting here is essentially semiotic, it does not differ that
much at this point from the process approach. Do not see these approaches as mutually
exclusive (as a matter of either/or). At a practical level, let them both inform your critical
work. Process simply puts much greater store by the role of the encoder and what his/her
intentions are, whilst semiotics tends to privilege the receiver. 

If we move now from the CD to its cover, we can take another step towards understanding
how codes operate and how signs are selected and combined.

This arrangement of signs (group members, facial expressions, costumes, setting) is clearly
a selection from a vast number of possible selections and combinations. The number of
different ways seven people can be arranged in a straight line is staggering. The signs that

77T E X T S  A N D  M E A N I N G S  I N  C O M M U N I C A T I O N

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
0
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45
45

What is communicated by the S CLUB 7 CD? Look at every component and comment.

ACTIVITY . . .


